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“We are committed to educating ourselves and our children about our tradition. Our legacy includes the Hebrew 
language and the languages of the diasporas. The words of the sacred literature have been a generative core of our 
secular writing, music, art, politics and science. As each of us learns more about our own culture, we can better 
appreciate the experiences of others. As we grow in Jewish learning, we are better able to contribute creatively in 
any and all fields of endeavour”            

- "A Modern Jewish Credo”,  Times of Israel, 3 January 2019

Judaism reveres freedom. Jews can only thrive as a distinctive people through the freely-given commitment of 
future generations. The nature, meaning and potential appeal of the Jewish experience grows with study. I would 
propose a vision for Jewish education that is based on:

• Tradition:  reviewing, analyzing, understanding and living the spiritual, intellectual and emotional
legacy of a civilization that has endured and developed through millennia;

• Light:  the impact that Judaic civilization has had in the wider world on virtually every area of
human endeavor, and;

• Hope:  how the Jewish people are still striving towards a better future for themselves and for all,
including the current and expected further contribution of Israeli science and technology.

Learning should be experiential and communal; this involves not only the study of texts in isolation, but 
exchanges between teachers and fellow learners in an atmosphere of free inquiry.  Venues can be Jewish day 
schools, day camps, university programs or study trips.

Israel needs to develop study experiences that replace the earlier role of the Kibbutz for both Jewish and 
non-Jewish visitors to Israel which are enjoyable and immersive, generating among most participants a 
lasting respect and affection for the Jewish experience. These educational programs – most of which 
could be done in a matter of weeks or months, not entire semesters or years – would aim to:

• Integrate the three dimensions of tradition, light and hope; it is not enough to know that a political
leader, scientist, or creative person happened to be Jewish;  rather, we must ask questions, such as:

− whether, or how, did their Jewish experiences influence or resonate in their life and work?
− what, if any, were the connections between their life and adventures with the whole chain of
Jewish traditions, all the way back to biblical times?

• Engage the learner’s own individual interests and passions; a learner’s passion might be mathematics.

The “Priestly” passages of the bible exhibit an obsession with order, infused by an attention to
numbers, e.g. the sequence of days in creation and the dimensions of sacred architecture. In Hebrew,
letters also serve as numbers, and the method of Gematria explores with verve and imagination the
meanings conveyed by the numerical value of words.  Jewish tradition, including the work of Rav
Soloveitchik, has explored the challenge of coping with infinities in both mathematics and physics;
Luria’s Kabbalistic theology included tzimtzum, the idea that an infinite deity had to leave space for finite
creatures - human beings, to engage their own creativity. And what are some of the current areas
of focus for Israeli mathematicians? To name but a few: artificial intelligence, game theory, and
the computer science of accident avoidance and autonomous driving technologies.
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• Introduce students to complex ideas by focusing on stories of particular individuals:

Jewish tradition tends to explore abstract ideas by telling stories.  This is still a powerful means to attract interest, 
promote understanding, leave enduring memories and provide questions worthy of life-long exploration.

For example: a student’s passion might be music.  Individuals whose stories and works might be studied could 
include, for instance, Harold Arlen, the Gershwins, Paul Simon, Bob Dylan, or Arik Einstein.  A course on 
“tradition, light and hope” might begin with the earliest texts in Judaism, including their imaginings of the 
angels, and on praises of the eternal one.  

The Levite priests in the Temples were virtuoso singers; we have the attestations of holy books, like Chronicles, 
and secular historians such as Josephus. The cantillation marks in the Jewish bible mean that the written word is 
a beginning, the radiant pulse of meaning casting out in all dimensions.  One of those dimensions is musical. 

Music is pervasive in the Jewish tradition; in chanting from the Tanakh, we sing narratives, poems, laws, 
and architectural formulae. The Hasidic movement moved beyond textual study, fascinated with melodies.

When Jews were able to contribute to secular music, they were heavily affected by those traditions; they were 
open to the existence of multiple systems, not just a mainstream one; to the experience of having their own 
musical tradition, and the experience of being outsiders. They engaged with other outsider musical idioms, such 
as rural folk music, African-American spiritual music and jazz. The profound Jewish connection of words 
to music resonates in the Broadway musical - an essentially Jewish creation. The Popular music scene is vibrant 
in Israel, and mixes many streams of Jewish tradition, including that which has flowed to Israel from North 
Africa and the East.

Next steps:

• Educators of Judaism should actively create Tradition, Light and Hope programs in dozens of disciplines;

• The government of Israel should see TLH  programs as replacing and improving on the role of the
Kibbutz movement, as a means of attracting visitors to Israel and to the Jewish experience;

• Study materials based on TLH could be created in dozens of disciplines, for use in Jewish schools,
summer camps, universities, and on the internet;

• The World Jewish Museum could go beyond  hosting TLH exhibits but also play a central role in
encouraging the production of TLH content for wide distribution.

• The government of Israel, the world Jewish Museum and other potential partners should also consider
establishing a residential and study campus in Israel that would host students coming to Israel for TLH
programs.  Learners there might participate in a program that broadly surveys Judaism from a TLH
perspective before the learner moves on to a more specific program in the learner's area of interest.

• TLH campuses might also be established in various locations in the Diaspora.
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Appendix A: More Examples

A learner’s passion might be literature.  

A  TLH program could: study Robert Alter on the art of biblical narrative and poetry and his translation of 
the bible; appreciate the subtle and superb artfulness of biblical writing, regardless of whether one accept its 
theology; read his “Pen of Iron” on the biblical influence on secular writing.  It could review James Kugel on the 
contrast between the traditional and historicist approach to biblical texts; consider the nature of Midrash, the 
“fan fiction” of the Talmudic era; engage with contemporary authors, such as Philip Roth and Mark Helprin, 
who have exuberantly explored the tensions between traditional and modern Jewish life. How have Israeli artists 
like S.Y. Agnon incorporated sacred literature into modern art forms, like the short story and novel? 

A learner’s passion might be martial arts.   

How are feats of arms portrayed in the Tanakh?  Why is Goliath the only classically heroic figure?  Could it be 
that a chronically outnumbered people in a neighbourhood were measured by celebrating physical might?   
Daniel Mendoza, the British boxing champion, was well-versed in Jewish tradition; how does that resonate 
with  his writing of a textbook on scientific boxing, largely based on dialectic exercises – "if my opponent does 
this, I do that?"  How is it that there was once a flourishing of American Jewish boxers?  How did Benny 
Leonard out-think his opponents? Why did American Jews eventually steer away from martial sports, and 
emphasize more purely  intellectual activities?   What is the origin of Krav Maga, the Israeli combat art?

A learner’s passion might be law.

Consider the holistic role law pay in the Tanakh – an emanation of the divine, a guide to conduct in all spheres 
of human conduct, an eternal product that needs constant interpretation and reinterpretation;  a way of infusing 
a higher morality into human affairs; the story of Akhnai’s oven from the Talmud - a funny, moving, 
profound, compact and infinitely ponderable study of hermeneutics;  compare the traditional approach to 
interpretation to modern disputes over constitutional and statutory meaning – how much is 
predetermined by the text?  How much is a product of evolving social consensus? How much depends on 
the agenda of elite interpreters, such as the judges of a supreme court? What role does traditional law play 
in the modern Jewish state?

A learner’s passion might be sequential art. 

A student might be interested in comic books, graphic novels and films based upon them. Why did 
Jewish artists dominate the creation of the American comic book?  How does Superman reflect the American 
Jewish experience – the reality of being an outsider, an intellectual, a survivor from a lost civilization, and 
wanting to be physically powerful, loved and accepted by all, a bringer of righteousness and an object of 
romantic desire?  Who is Will Eisner? How did he help to invent the graphic novel? What are its 
Jewish themes of his work,and how did he become one of the first theorists and scholars of 
sequential art? Why did Art Spiegelman, in Maus, use the graphic novel to depict his father’s Holocaust 
experience?   

A learner’s passion might be physics.

A study of tradition might look at how, in ancient times, Jewish civilization seemed mostly concerned with 
the movement of planets and stars for such purposes as fixing the religious calendar; how Maimonides 
concerned the study of physics as a means of understanding God’s creation;  how Einstein adopted a “theology” 
of physics that assumed that there is an intelligible and coherent order that unites all of creation; how does 
this view reconcile or conflict with various strands of Jewish theology?
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A learner’s passion might be economics.

What is the attitude of the Tanakh towards free markets, business economics, wealth accumulation and the need 
for social justice? The Talmud is replete with the study of business law and ethics; it adopts a balanced 
approach to individualism and communitarianism;  Pirke Avot 5:10, and Hillel’s, “If I am not for myself, who 
will be for me? But if I am only for myself, who am I? If not now, when?”  Pirke Avot, 1:14.  Why has so much of 
economic theory been created by thinkers who were Jewish, or at least had a Jewish background (e.g. 
Ricardo, Marx)? How did thinkers from Israel, such as Twersky and Kahneman, create the foundations of 
behavioural economics?  

A learner’s passion might be architecture.

What is the theology behind the architectural plans laid out in the Tanakh for sacred buildings? Why is 
elevation pervasively seen as holy but descent as evil?  The ten commandments are given on a mountain top;  
Moses descends to deliver them; Sheol lies below. How are ancient architectural ideas combined with 
surrounding cultures in the design of synagogues in the Diaspora?  Why were Jews attracted to the modernist 
movement in architecture? Did it involve their alienation from their local traditions in the aftermath 
of persecutions, including the Holocaust?  How did Tel Aviv come to be a home of Bauhaus style? How and 
why does Jerusalem maintain the coherence of its architecture, including white stone?   

A learner's passion might be in the culinary arts.

Judaism has been jokingly called not so much a way of life or a way of belief, but rather a way of eating.  The 
bible sets out the dietary code;  various explanations – and they can overlap. They include humane treatment of 
animals (not seething a kid in its mother’s milk); religious symbolism (the theme of unification and 
completion in the preparation of the Passover meal in the Exodus story, or the notion that blood cannot be 
consumed because it is the symbol of life itself);  semiotic theory (the idea that kosher animals tend to be those 
that fit clearly into categories rather than straddling them, such as sea creatures without fins), hygienic concerns 
(certain animals carry diseases); and economic imperatives (pigs do not produce milk as well as meat).  The 
Talmud elaborates the application of Kosher principles to real-world practice.  A study of Jewish cuisine 
can consider how Kosher principles were observed and adapted in different parts of the Diaspora in light of the 
proximity to various flora and fauna, and the food culture of surrounding communities.  How has Israeli 
cuisine emerged in light of the coming together of the various diasporas?  Why has cuisine from Africa and 
Asia became more popular than Ashkenazi foods? With traditional Kosher inaccessible or prohibitively 
expensive in many modern Jewish communities, is there room to develop some new, more flexible principles 
of Kashrut that are both meaningful and practicable?

A learner’s passion might be chess.

Why have most of  the world champions been Jewish?  When chess emerged as an organized sport in the 19th 
century,  among the traits of outstanding Jewish players was a scholarly approach to games, including analyzing 
openings, annotating plays and developing the scientific principles of Wilhelm Steinitz, the first world 
champion and a founder of the theory of positional, rather than romantic, play; Aron Nimzowitsch was 
the pioneer of the hypermodern style. Another feature of the Jewish prominence in the early days of 
professional chess may have been that of necessity; they could not adopt the “amateur gentleman” 
approach of some of their counterparts, but had to find ways to make a living by playing or writing about 
the game. It might be that, deprived of physical and political power in their societies,  many Jews found chess 
to be a means of expressing their competitive and combative instincts.

While the Nazis condemned an allegedly “Jewish style” of chess,  Jewish champions developed many different 
styles, including the pragmatic approach of Emanuel Lasker, the wild attacks of Rudolf Spielmann,  the 5



imaginatively contrarian style of Nimzowitsch, the exquisite subtlety of Akiba Rubenstein, and the rigorous 
professionalism of the “Soviet” school of chess, developed by figures such as Mikhail Botvinnik. 

The Holocaust took a terrible toll on many Jewish chess players;  the story can be told of those who were 
murdered, those who perished in exile, and those like Miguel Naidorf who were trapped abroad and stayed 
to develop their local chess cultures.

How in  modern times did the Polgar sisters all become excellent players, with Judit being the first woman ever 
to become a world top ten? Was their father’s idea correct that any child could be trained to be a genius, 
with no natural talent required? How did Bobby Fischer, Jewish by descent on both sides, eventually turn 
into a paranoid anti-Semite?  What is the chess scene like in Israel today, and how much has it been nourished 
by the influx of players from the former Soviet Union, like Boris Gelfand?

A learner's passion might be psychology or psychiatry.

Sigmund Freud was proudly Jewish, and some of his writings overtly express that affiliation; he once said that 
his book about humour was just a means to tell Jewish jokes; in Moses and Monotheism he developed an 
extravagantly speculative theory  about the origins of his people, including the contention that Moses was not 
Jewish by birth.   Some biographers of Freud have contended that he drew extensively on other aspects of 
Jewish tradition, including dream analysis. The psychoanalytic movement is replete with Jewish 
figures; how did their distinctive backgrounds weigh on their thoughts?  How did Jung’s non-Jewish 
background lead him on a different path, and to what extent was he reckless in the emergence of Nazism?

Other forms of psychology have been developed by Jews.  Mordechai Rotenberg argued for a Midrashic 
approach to psychotherapy;  the therapist and patient should be inspired by the Jewish technique of weaving a 
redemptive interpretive story around the raw facts of experience.  Abraham Pais has written about the 
resonances between Rabbinic Judaism and the Cognitive Behavioural Therapy movement, which was 
largely created by Jewish therapists – although, as in some other cases, the extent of the causal link 
between their Judaism and their creative work is not always clear.

A learner’s passion might be politics.

The Tanakh has been portrayed, in part, as a political treatise; it explores the need to find balance among 
people, their leaders and higher principles.  The exodus story is an exploration of the paradoxes of freedom;  
Moses rebels against Pharaoh, the people are leery of Moses' authority and Moses and the people sometimes 
resent and resist the authority of a demanding God.  The rule of law is introduced to mediate between the divine 
and the human; the immediate presence of a God of righteousness would weigh too heavily on a fallible people. 
From Judges through the stories of David, Solomon and their successors, the Israelites struggle is to find a 
workable balance amongst the need for central leadership, the risks of monarchical tyranny and the authority of 
a powerful and righteous God, who sometimes sends prophets to rebuke both the people and their king.  

When denied their own state for two millennia, how and when did the Jewish communities carry out a measure 
of community self-rule? How did they manage to maintain some common identity and legal order in situations 
where they were both dispersed and utterly powerless?

The bible had an enormous impact on European and on American political thought. Eric Nelson 
argues in The Hebrew Republic that the revolt, in England and elsewhere, against the “divine right of 
Kings” had biblical inspirations. American democracy was inspired by the model of ancient Israel, a 
people that freely chose a moral order based on freedom and individual equality. The abolitionist 
movement against slavery had inspirations from Exodus.
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The Jewish state has been struggling since its inception to find ways to reconcile traditional Jewish law and 
values with the practical necessities of operating a modern state.  Why is the Israeli political system fragmented 
into so many parties?  Does providing a voice for all in a pluralistic society ultimately promote cohesion?

Is the Jewish character of Israel helped or actually hurt by the power given to the official Rabbinate in 
matters such as performing marriages and recognizing conversions? Jefferson argued that the separation of 
“church” and state benefitted both.

A learner’s passion might be history.

Thomas Cahill, in The Gift of the Jews, argues that Jewish civilization broke free of the cyclical worldview 
of its neighbours (earthly events are an endless replay of a divine pattern) and invented a processive worldview: 
time has a beginning, historical choices affect the future, and progress is possible. The Tanakh is devoid 
of hagiography; its greatest figures are flawed, the choices of leaders and of the people have consequences that 
bear on today. Baruch Halpern has written of Jews as the "First Historians". A lively, albeit sometimes 
bitter, controversy exists about the extent to which the bible reflects actual historical events; 
different archaeologists variously vindicate or dismiss the historicity of various accounts; William G. Dever, 
in What Did the Biblical Writers Know and When Did They Know It? provides a compelling 
denunciation of the  political hostility to Israel that can lead to excessive “minimalism.”  Yosef Hayim 
Yerushalmi, however, argues that for much of Jewish history, Zakhor, collective Memory, a stylized and 
religiously infused recollection of the past, has been more important than scientific historiography. Politics 
mix with academic inquiry today in debates over the most sensitive events in Jewish history, including 
the history of the temple, the Shoah and events of the 1948 War of Independence. 

A learner's passion might be passion.

In Genesis, God created both men and women. The love and dissension among couples is portrayed vividly.  In 
the Song of Songs, an exuberantly erotic poem somehow enters into the canon; partly because of its intrinsic 
appeal, partly because it was reimagined as a metaphor for the love between the people of Israel and the 
almighty. The Talmud frankly, and often pedantically, explores sexual matters;  rather than adopting the 
asceticism of St. Paul,  the sexual instinct is regarded as healthy and natural, and the ideal is to bring it under a 
modicum of self-discipline, rather than repress it outright. The Bible at times saw the distinction between 
men and woman as foundational, and abhorred the blurring of identify; how then do contemporary Jews 
interpret or revise, or abandon, tradition in order to be accepting of same-sex relationships and mixed gender 
identities? The fracture between the old and the new is not always stark; the Bible accepts strong (and 
possibly homo-erotic?) bonds between David and Jonathan; Rashi had a tolerant view of many same-sex 
relationships. Given the tensions between traditional and modern views, how has the State of Israel adapted its 
practices and laws?  How did Tel Aviv come to be the one of the most gay-friendly cities in the world?
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Appendix B: A Modern Jewish Credo

A Modern Jewish Credo 
(From the Times of Israel, January 3, 2019).

Is it possible for a divided people to come up with a single platform of shared values and principles? Here is an 
attempt: Tal Keinan, in his new book God is in the Crowd,  asks if, and how, the Jewish people can long continue.

What are the fundamentals of modern Jewish identity that we might try to sustain? Keinan has attempted to 
crowd-source an initial answer. He invited Jews in both Israel and abroad to suggest identifiers that might win 
broad consensus. The responses centred on five items: social action, education, challenge and dissent, ritual and 
tradition, and community. Keinan briefly sketches what these might mean.

He envisions a new organization: the Jewish World Endowment. It would lead the practical implementation of a 
program based on shared values. It might ensure, for example, that every Jewish child has access to Jewish sum-
mer programs (one in Israel, one abroad) and a university education of the student's choice.

I set myself this challenge. Imagine this new international organization has its inaugural convention and sets out 
to proclaim a values statement. How might it build upon the pillars in Keinan’s survey? In today’s pluralistic 
Jewish world, any credo would have to be cast in terms that are both broad and concise. Yet it would still have to 
provide specific and actionable direction.

The following is what I would propose as a draft.

The Elements of Modern Jewish Identity:

1. We believe that there is a God who is creative, intelligent, just and compassionate – or we so yearn.

2. We believe that all of humanity is of a shared origin and equal.

3. We believe that, within the vastness of humanity, the Jewish people are of one family.

We cherish our kinship. It helps to give each of us an identity and purpose in a world that can be 
chaotic and cruel. We welcome all who join us by birth or childhood adoption. We embrace everyone who 
freely chooses to become a part of us. We are grateful to everyone of every nation who supports our survival.

4. Israel is the homeland of our people.
We emerged as a people within Israel, survived exile in the hope of return, and know that our safety 

and survival as a people depends on Israel's thriving. We respect the rights of individuals, and of other 
peoples within the Jewish state; we remember that we ourselves have often been strangers in a strange land.

5. We are loyal to our shared tradition and committed to continuing it.
Loyalty does not imply superiority; we love our family because it is ours, not because it is better. We are 

faithful to the suffering, wisdom and courage of our forebears and the legacy they have left us; we have a duty 
to preserve it and to build upon it. We promise ourselves not to break under external threats or dissolve 
through our own quiet forgetfulness. 
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6. We are committed to educating ourselves and our children about our tradition.
Our legacy includes the Hebrew language and the languages of the diasporas. The words of the sacred 

literature have been a generative core of our secular writing, music, art, politics and science. As each of us learns 
more about our own culture, we can better appreciate the experiences of others. As we grow in Jewish learning, 
we are better able to contribute creatively in any and all fields of endeavour.

7. Our moral mission includes, by example, by word and by deed, to make a broken world better; more just,
more kind, more at peace.

We have reflected critically on ourselves, as individuals and as a people. We believe in moral progress; 
we try to come closer, through time, to understanding and realizing our highest ideals.

8. We do not worship any other God.
From the outset, from Abraham, we have been iconoclasts. We do not worship power, wealth, 

charisma, fame or political ideologies. We value learning, highly, in all of its forms, but know that there are 
limits to what human beings can ever fully understand.

9. We value freedom, including freedom of thought, belief and expression.
We have resisted and out-lasted many worldly oppressors. Beginning with our ancient founders, we 

have questioned even the commands and ways of God. We keep our tradition alive by examining it, debating it 
and by interpreting and reinterpreting it.

10. We value life.
We remember our persecutions, but we survive and hope because not only have we so much to mourn,

but so much to celebrate: in the gift of our individual lives, in the continuity of our own community, in the 
potential of humankind, and in the mystery and wonder of this universe. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Bryan’s Jewish-themed musical “Consoulation: A Musical Mediation” premiered in the Spring of of 2018; 
https://consoulation.com/ Bryan Schwartz graduated with a doctorate in law from Yale School and holds 
an endowed chair at the University of Manitoba Law School. He is the author or editor of over twenty 
books and collections of essays. He also created and helps to deliver an annual summer program at 
Hebrew University in Israeli law and society, now in its ninth year. . As a practising lawyer, Bryan has 
argued a number of cases at the Supreme Court of Canada, advised governments, and served as an 
arbitrator at the provincial, national and international level.
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Appendix C: Consoulation: A Musical Meditation
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Appendix D: The Israel and International Law Program (Mishpatim)

This for-credit summer study  program was initiated in 2010 at the Rothberg International School of Hebrew 
University.  Dr. Bryan Schwartz of the University of Manitoba  designed the program in co-operation with his 
academic partner in Israel and he  continues to be involved every year with its organization and teaching.   

The theme of the course is “Traditional Peoples and Newcomers in the Start-up Nation’.  Students learn 
about the legal, political and cultural factors that have led to the rise of Israel as a home for high-tech start-
ups.   They explore the challenges of integrating into that economy minorities of long-standing in Israel, 
such as ultra-orthodox Jews,  Arab-Israelis from the Galilee, the Bedouin people, the Druze people.   They 
also consider issues involving newcomers such as Jewish immigrants from Ethiopia, other refugees from 
Africa and guest workers.    

The course is offered for credit by Rothberg in close co-operation  with the Law School at Hebrew University, 
which has been recently ranked as the number two non-English speaking law school in the world.  It has 
grown into the most-subscribed overseas program for Canadian law students, with over forty students a 
year, and by now, hundreds of alumni.   Students regularly come from Canadian law schools such as those at 
the Universities of Manitoba,  Saskatchewan, Montreal and Ottawa as well as Osgoode Hall (Toronto) and 
McGill (Montreal).

Along the way, students compare and contrast the law of Israel with those of Canada and also consider 
the context of international law.   Students are introduced to many areas of law, including commercial law,  
constitutional and human rights law and international humanitarian law.

Learning is both classroom and experiential.  Students meet with not only academics, but participants in 
start-ups,  government officials, judges, lawyers,  representations of civil rights advocacy groups, journalists 
and fellow students participating in the Human Rights clinics at Hebrew University law school.   Their travels 
include everything from visits to the High Court and a meeting with one of its judges to a trip to South Tel 
Aviv to hear representatives of organizations advocating for refugees.

Throughout the program aims to provide a wide variety of speakers and perspectives in an atmosphere of 
free inquiry and open discussion.

While there are many hours in the classroom and at site visits,  students also have free time to explore Israel 
for themselves; that in itself is part of the learning experience.

An aim is to make the program accessible for students regardless of financial situation.   Over 80% of 
student tuition is subsidized by supporters, which over the years have included the Asper Family 
Foundation, The Canadian Friends of Hebrew University and its Winnipeg Chapter, the David Asper 
Foundation, the Paul Schucket Endowment Fund, the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, the Asper Chair of 
International Business and Trade Law endowment and individual donors.

Student feedback has been overwhelmingly  positive. 

Please feel free to visit the course website at http://law.robsonhall.com/current-students1/hebrew-
university-summer-program-2/



Facul ty  of  Law

Rothberg Internat ional School

 םיטפשמל הטלוקפה

גרבטור ש"ע ל"וחמ םידימלתל ס"היב
Department of Summer Courses 
and Special Programs

 ץיק יסרוקל הקלחמה
 תודחוימ תוינכותו

INTRODUCTION TO ISRAELI LAW AND SOCIETY: 
ANCIENT PEOPLES AND NEWCOMERS IN THE START-UP NATION 

Dr. Daniel Ohana and Prof. Bryan Schwartz 

E-mail: Daniel.Ohana@mail.huji.ac.il
Phone: 052-5410673 (Office hours: by appointment) 

May 1 – May 23, 2019 
60 Academic Hours, 4 Academic Credits  

SEMINAR SYLLABUS 

Seminar Description and Objectives 

The three-week seminar aims to provide Canadian business and law students with an 
overview of the contemporary Israeli legal system, while enabling them to discover 
the major social and economic challenges that Israel has grappled with in recent years. 
The seminar includes introductory classes designed to provide general knowledge of 
Israel's high-tech economy and the basic concepts and institutional framework of 
Israeli law and government. It also includes classes which focus on more specific 
issues, featuring guest lectures by leading academics and experienced practitioners, 
who will supply students with information on the latest developments in their fields of 
expertise. Areas of academic interest covered will include constitutional law, 
international law, Jewish law, minority rights law, and counter-terrorism law.    
In the course of the program, students will also participate in field trips to sites such 
as the Knesset, the Supreme Court, and the Yad Vashem Holocaust Museum. In 
addition, students will have the opportunity to meet young start-up innovators 
working in Tel Aviv.  
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Assessment 

Students are required to take a four-hour exam at the end of the seminar. The grade for 
the seminar will be determined on the basis of the final exam only.  

Class attendance and participation in all field trips is mandatory. Students who do not 
regularly attend class will not receive credit for the course.    

Readings 

The seminar is conducted exclusively in English; proficiency in spoken or written 
Hebrew is not a prerequisite for participation in the program. Israeli statutes and 
Supreme Court decisions relevant to the topics taught in class are often available 
online in English translation. The list of scholarly articles compiled for the seminar 
summarizes, in English, leading court cases and legal doctrines.  

An online site administered by the International Rothberg School is available to 
enable easy interaction between students and the academic coordinator throughout the 
course of the program. By accessing the site, students will be able to obtain general 
information and announcements about the program. Background material and course 
readings will be posted online in the period leading up to the seminar, so as to give 
students the opportunity to familiarize themselves in advance with the various topics 
addressed in the course of the program. 

Items marked with an asterisk are required readings. Students are expected to 
complete the required readings before class and be prepared to discuss them. 
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Course Outline and Seminar Readings List 

Wednesday, May 1, 2019 

• Financial Registration
• Campus Tour
• Orientation
• Setting Up Computer Account

Thursday, May 2, 2019 (13:00-16:30) (4 academic hours) 

Introduction to Israel as a Society and State 

Guest speaker: Dr. David Mendelsson, Senior Lecturer, Rothberg International 
School, Hebrew University  

Thursday, May 2, 2019 (17:00-18:30) (2 academic hours) 

Historical Background and Sources of Israeli Law  

• Daniel Friedmann, “The Effect of Foreign Law on the Law of Israel:
Remnants of the Ottoman Period” 10 Israel Law Review 92 (1975).

• Daniel Friedmann, “Infusion of the Common Law into the Legal System of
Israel” 10 Israel Law Review 324 (1975).

• Daniel Friedmann, “Independent Development of Israeli Law” 10 Israel Law
Review 515 (1975).

• Assaf Likhovski, Law and Identity in Mandate Palestine 21-45, 61-83 (2006).
• Menachem Mautner, Law and the Culture of Israel 40-44 (2011).
• Yoram Shachar, "The Dialectics of Zionism and Democracy in the Law of

Mandatory Palestine" in Assaf Likihovski, Ron Harris, Alexandre Kedar and
Pnina Lahav (eds) The History of Law in a Mulit-Cultural Society: Israel 1917-
1967, 95-104 (2002).

• Shimon Shetreet and Walter Homolka, Jewish and Israeli Law: An Introduction
37-40 (2017).

• (*) HCJ 5/48 Lion v. Gubernick, 1 P.D. 58.
• (*) HCJ 73/53 Kol Ha’am v. Minister of the Interior, 7 P.D. 871.
• CA 113/40 Sherman v. Danovitz, 7 P.L.R. 363.
• PCA 30/39 Ayoub v. Farouqi, 8 P.L.R. 116.
• CA 29/47 London Society for Promoting Christianity among the Jews v. Orr,

14 P.L.R. 218
• M.A. Shanti v. Attorney General, [1937] S.C.J. 31.
• Cr. A 112/50 Yosifof v. The Attorney General, 5 P.D. 481.
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Friday, May 3, 2019 (8:30-10:00) (2 academic hours) 

The Israeli Court System and Process of Appointment of Judges and Attorney General 

• (*) Suzie Navot, The Constitutional Law of Israel 137-167 (Hague: Kluwer,
2007).

• Daniel Friedmann, The Purse and the Sword: The Trials of Israel's Legal
Revolution 29-31, 52-63, 197-211, 237-251 (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2016). 

• Yael Levy Ariel, Judicial Diversity in Israel: An Empirical Study of Judges,
Lawyers and Law Students Faculty of Laws, University College London, 
Thesis Submitted for the degree of PhD (April 2018). 

Friday, May 3, 2019 (10:30-12:00) (2 academic hours) 

Judicial Review in the High Court of Justice 

• (*) Suzie Navot, The Constitution of Israel 1-47, 193-219 (Hart, 2014).
• (*) HCJ 910/86 Ressler v. Minister of Defence 42(2) P.D. 441.
• HCJ 4797/07 Association for Civil Rights in Israel v. Airports Authority

(2015).
• Shimon Shetreet and Walter Homolka, Jewish and Israeli Law: An Introduction

103-121, 131-134, 187-199, 213-227 (2017).

Sunday, May 5, 2019 (9:00-10:30) (2 academic hours) 

Jewish and Religious Law in the Israeli Legal System 

Guest speaker: Dr. Benny Porat, Faculty of Law, Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem 

Sunday, May 5, 2019 (10:45-12:15) (2 academic hours) 

The Constitutional Revolution 

• (*) HCJ 98/69 Bergman v. Minister of Finance 23(1) P.D. 693
• (*)HCJ 6821/93 United Mizrachi Bank v. Migdal Cooperative 49(4)

P.D. 221.
• (*) HCJ 6055/95 Tzemach v. Minister of Defense (1999).
• Hanna Lerner, Making Constitutions in Deeply Divided Societies 51-

80 (Cambridge University Press, 2011).
• Shimon Shetreet and Walter Homolka, Jewish and Israeli Law: An

Introduction 40-53 (2017).
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Sunday, May 5, 2019 (12:30-14:00) (2 academic hours) 

Special Event: Meeting and group discussion with Nisreen Alyan, Adv. 
together with students involved in the Multiculturalism and Diversity 
Clinic at the Clinical Legal Education Center, Faculty of Law of the  
Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

Sunday, May 5, 2019 (14:30-16:00) (2 academic hours) 

Current Trends in the Jurisprudence of the Israeli High Court of Justice 

• (*) HCJ 7146/12 Adam v. The Knesset (2013).
• (*) HCJ 5239/11 Avneri v. The Knesset (2015).
• HCJ 8665/14 Desete v. Minister of the Interior (2015).
• HCJ 4374/15 Movement for Quality of Government v. Prime Minister

(2016). 
• (*) HCJ 3429/11 Alumni Association of the Arab Orthodox School in

Haifa v. Minister of Finance (2012).
• Yoav Dotan, "Constitutional Adjudication and Political

Accountability: Comparative Analysis and the Peculiarity of Israel" in 
Gideon Sapir, Daphne Barak-Erez and Aharon Barak (eds) Israeli 
Constitutional Law in the Making 91 (Hart, 2013). 

• Joshua Segev, "Justifying Judicial Review: The Changing
Methodology of the Israeli Supreme Court" in Gideon Sapir, Daphne 
Barak-Erez and Aharon Barak (eds) Israeli Constitutional Law in the 
Making 105 (Hart, 2013). 

• Daniel Friedmann, The Purse and the Sword: The Trials of Israel's
Legal Revolution 189-196, 303-337 (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2016). 

Monday May 6, 2019 (10:30-12:00) (2 academic hours) 

The Nature of Jewish Law 

Prof. Bryan Schwartz, University of Manitoba Law Faculty. 

Monday May 6, 2019 (13:00-18:00) 

FIELD TRIP ─ YAD VASHEM HOLOCAUST MUSEUM
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Tuesday, May 7, 2019 (10:00-14:00) (4 academic hours) 

The Challenges of Defining Israel as a Jewish and Democratic State from a 
Constitutional Law Perspective 

PART I- Basic Law: Israel as the Nation-State of the Jewish People 

• Ruth Gavison, "Constitutional Anchoring of Israel's Vision:
Recommendations Submitted to the Minister of Justice" (2013). 

• Sammy Smooha, "Israeli Democracy: Civic and Ethnonational Components"
in Eliezer Ben-Rafael, Julius H. Schoeps, Yitzhak Sternberg and Olaf 
Gloeckner (eds) Handbook of Israel: Major Debates, Vol. 2, 672-690 (2016). 

• Alain Dieckhoff, "What Kind of Democracy is Israel?" in Eliezer Ben-Rafael,
Julius H. Schoeps, Yitzhak Sternberg and Olaf Gloeckner (eds) Handbook of 
Israel: Major Debates, Vol. 2, 691-704 (2016). 

• Mordechai Kremnitzer and Amir Fuchs, Basic Law: Israel as the Nation State
of the Jewish People – A Danger to the Zionist Enterprise, Israel Democracy 
Institute (May 2014). 

• Aviad Bakshi, "Basic Law Proposal: Israel as the Nation State of the Jewish
People – The Liberal Justifications" Institute for Zionist Strategies (October 
2013). 

• Benyamin Neuberger, "From Liberal Democracy to Ethnocracy: Different
Conceptions of Israel's Democracy" in Eliezer Ben-Rafael, Julius H. Schoeps, 
Yitzhak Sternberg and Olaf Gloeckner (eds) Handbook of Israel: Major 
Debates, Vol. 2, 705-740 (2016). 

PART II – Religion, State and Jewish Identity: Key Issues and Recent 
Challenges 

• Yedidia Stern, Religion, State and the Jewish Identity Crisis in Israel
(Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution, 2017).

• Dov Halbertal, "Religion and State, One and the Same" in Eliezer Ben-Rafael,
Julius H. Schoeps, Yitzhak Sternberg and Olaf Gloeckner (eds) Handbook of 
Israel: Major Debates, Vol. 1, 122-130 (2016). 

• Avi Sagi, "Religion and State" in Eliezer Ben-Rafael, Julius H. Schoeps,
Yitzhak Sternberg and Olaf Gloeckner (eds) Handbook of Israel: Major 
Debates, Vol. 1, 166-180 (2016). 

• Mordechai Kremnitzer and Amir Fuchs, "The Non-Separation of Religion and
State in Israel: Does it Support the Racism and Nationalism Wave" in Eliezer 
Ben-Rafael, Julius H. Schoeps, Yitzhak Sternberg and Olaf Gloeckner (eds) 
Handbook of Israel: Major Debates, Vol. 1, 181-195 (2016). 

• Ariel Bendor, "The Constitutional Significance of the Jewishness of Israel" in
Fania Oz-Salzberger and Yedidia Z. Stern (eds) The Israeli Nation-State: 
Political, Constitutional, and Cultural Challenges 118-134 (2014) 

• Aviad Bakshi and Gideon Sapir, "Israel as a Nation-State in Supreme Court
Rulings" Fania Oz-Salzberger and Yedidia Z. Stern (eds) The Israeli Nation-
State: Political, Constitutional, and Cultural Challenges 164-190 (2014) 
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PART III- The Disqualification of Political Actors Hostile to the Jewish and 
Democratic Character of the State of Israel 

• (*) Suzie Navot, The Constitution of Israel 93-109 (Hart, 2014)
• (*) EA 23/84 Neiman v. Chairman of the Central Elections Committee, 39(2)

P.D. 225.
• EA 1/88 Kach v. Central Elections Committee for the Twelfth Knesset (1988).
• Suzie Navot, “Fighting Terrorism in the Political Arena: The Banning of

Political Parties” 14 Party Politics 745-762 (2008).
• Ruth Levush, "Israel: Constitutionality of Removal from Parliament for

Incitement to Racism or Support for Armed Struggle Against the State" (June 
7, 2018), Library of Congress, Global Legal Monitor, available at: 
http://www.loc.gov/law/foreign-news/article/israel-constitutionality-of-
removal-from-parliament-for-incitement-to-racism-or-support-for-armed-
struggle-against-the-state/ 

• Ruth Levush, "Israel: Knesset Authorizes Eligibility Restriction on Knesset
Candidates Convicted of Terrorism or Security Offenses (May 25, 2018), 
Library of Congress, Global Legal Monitor, available at: 
http://www.loc.gov/law/foreign-news/article/israel-knesset-authorizes-
eligibility-restriction-on-knesset-candidates-convicted-of-terrorism-or-
security-offenses/  

Wednesday, May 8, 2019  

MEMORIAL DAY – NO CLASS 

Thursday, May 9, 2019  

INDEPENDENCE DAY – NO CLASS 

Friday, May 10, 2019 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR TRIP TO MASADA AND DEAD SEA 

Sunday, May 12, 2019 (8:30-12:00) (4 academic hours) 

International Law Issues pertaining to the Arab-Israeli Conflict 

Guest speaker: Prof. Guy Harpaz, Faculty of Law, Hebrew University of 

Jerusalem 

(*) Guy Harpaz and Yuval Shany, “The Israel Supreme Court and the 
Incremental Expansion of the Scope of Discretion under Belligerent Occupation 
Law”', 43 Israel Law Review 514 (2010). 
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Sunday, May 12, 2019 (13:00-17:00) (4 academic hours)  

The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict from the Perspective of International Criminal Law 

• Eugene Kontorovich, ‘Israel/Palestine – The ICC’s Uncharted Territory’ (2013)
11 Journal of International Criminal Justice 979. 

• Yael Ronen, ‘ICC Jurisdiction over Acts Committed in the Gaza Strip: Art. 12(3)
of the ICC Statute and Non-State Entities’ (2010) 8 Journal of International 
Criminal Justice 8. 

• Yael Ronen, 'Israel, Palestine and the ICC – Territory Uncharted but Not
Unknown’ (2014) 12 Journal of International Criminal Justice 7. 

• Daniel Benoliel and Ronen Perry, 'Israel, Palestine and the ICC' 32 Michigan
Journal of International Law 73 (2010). 

• Marco Longobardo, 'Everything is Relative, Even Gravity: Remarks on the
Assessment of Gravity in ICC Preliminary Examinations and the Mavi Marmara 
Affair' 14 Journal of International Criminal Justice 1011 (2016). 

• Yael Ronen, 'Taking the Settlements to the ICC? Substantive Issues' 11 American
Journal of International Law 57-61 (2017). 

• Eugene Kontorovich, 'When Gravity Fails: Israeli Settlements and Admissibility
at the ICC' Israel Law Review 47 Israel Law Review 379 (2014). 

• Hannes Jobstl, 'An Unlikely Day in Court? Legal Challenges for the Prosecution
of Israeli Settlements under the Rome Statute' 51 Israel Law Review 339 (2018). 

• Amichai Cohen and Yuval Shani, "Israel's Military Advocate General Terminates
'Black Friday' and Other Investigations: Initial Observations" Lawfare (August 27, 
2018). 

• Yuval Shani, "A Question of Time: Israel's State Comptroller Finds Flaws in the
IDF's 'Protective Edge' Investigations" Lawfare (April 4, 2018). 

Monday, May 13, 2019 (9:00-12:30) (4 academic hours) 

Legal Aspects of Countering Terrorism 

• (*) HCJ 5100/94 Public Committee against Torture v. The State of Israel, P.D.
53(4) 817.

• (*) HCJ 8090/14 Hamoked: Center for the Defense of the Individual v.
Minister of Defense (2014).

• (*) HCJ 9018/17 Tbeish v. Attorney General (2018).
• C.A. 124/87 Nafsu v. Chief Military Advocate (1987).
• HCJ 428/86 Barzilai v. Government of Israel (1987).
• Mordechai Kremnitzer and Re’em Segev, “The Legality of Interrogational

Torture: A Question of Proper Authorization or a Substantive Moral Issue?”
34 Israel Law Review 509 (2000).

• Miriam Gur-Arye and Florian Jessberger, "The Protection of Human Dignity
in Interrogations – Reflections in Light of Recent German and Israeli
Experiences" 44 Israel Law Review 229 (2011).



9 

• The Public Commission to Examine the Maritime Incident of 31 May 2010,
Second Report – The Turkel Commission, Israel's Mechanisms for Examining
and Investigating Complaints and Claims of Violations of the Laws of Armed
Conflict According to International Law (2013).

• Guy Harpaz, "Being Unfaithful to One's Own Principles: The Israeli Supreme
Court and House Demolitions in the Occupied Palestinian Territories" 47
Israel Law Review 401 (2014).

• Daniel Friedmann, The Purse and the Sword: The Trials of Israel's Legal
Revolution 79-97 (New York: Oxford University Press, 2016). 

• Michael Sfard, The Wall and the Gate: Israel, Palestine, and the Legal Battle
for Human Rights 198-257 (2018). 

• Yuval Shany, "Back to the Ticking-Bomb Doctrine" Lawfare (December 27,
2017). 

• Yuval Shany and Mordechai Kremnitzer, "Two Small Steps on the Long Road
to Suppressing Unlawful Security Interrogations in Israel" Lawfare (March 6, 
2018). 

• Mordechai Kremnitzer and Yuval Shany, ‘Special Interrogations,’ Confessions
and the Duma Arson Attack" Lawfare (July 9, 2018). 

Monday, May 13, 2019 (13:00-16:00) 

FIELD TRIP: VISIT TO KNESSET (ISRAELI PARLIAMENT) 

Monday, May 13, 2019 (16:00-18:00) 

VISIT TO SUPREME COURT – MEETING WITH THE HONOURABLE 
JUSTICE ALEX STEIN  

Tuesday, May 14, 2019 (8:30-12:00) (4 academic hours) 

The Rise of the Israeli Knowledge Economy and the Challenges Ahead 

Guest speaker: David Rosenberg, business journalist and author of Israel: The 
Knowledge Economy and its Costs (Palgrave Macmillan, 2018). 

Tuesday, May 14, 2019 (12:30-14:00) 

FIELD TRIP: JESTHUB HI-TECH ENTREPENEURSHIP CENTER IN 
EAST JERUSALEM 
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Tuesday, May 14, 2019 (15:00-16:30) 

FIELD TRIP: HUSTART – HEBREW UNIVERSITY ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
CENTER, GIVAT RAM CAMPUS 

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 (12:00-13:30) 

FIELD TRIP – TEL AVIV/YAFFO: VISIT TO PERES CENTER FOR 
INNOVATION AND PEACE  

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 (14:00-15:30) (2 academic hours) 

Legal issues pertaining to the LGBT community in Israel 

GUEST LECTURE: HAGAI ALKALY, ADV. THE AGUDA – AN 
ORGANZATION FOR THE EMPOWERMENT OF THE LESBIAN, GAY, 
BISEXUAL AND TRANGSENDER COMMUNITY IN ISRAEL 

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 (16:00-17:30) (2 academic hours) 

Legal issues pertaining to Asylum seekers in Israel 

GUEST LECTURE: TAL STEINER, ADV. THE HOTLINE CENTER FOR 
REFUGESS AND MIGRANTS 

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 (18:30-20:00) 

SPECIAL MEETING: ADI ZAMIR, CO-FOUNDER OF WMN – WORKING SPACE 
AND ECOSYSTEM FOR WOMEN-LED ENTREPRENEURIAL VENTURES 

Monday, May 20, 2019 (9:00-10:30) (2 academic hours) 

The Status of the Arabic Language under Israeli Law  

• Ilan Saban, “Minority Rights in Deeply Divided Societies: A Framework for
Analysis and the Case of the Arab-Palestinian Minority in Israel” 36 New York
Journal of International Law & Politics 885 (2004).

• (*) HCJ 4112/99 Adalah – The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel
v. City of Tel-Aviv Jaffe.

• (*) CA 4926/08 Wael & Co. v. National Water and Sewage Authority (2013).
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Monday, May 20, 2019 (10:45-12:15) (2 academic hours) 

Legal Issues relating to the Bedouin in Israel 

• Havatzelet Yahel, "Land Disputes between the Negev Bedouin and Israel" Israel
Studies 11(1) 1-22 (2006). 

• CA 9535/06 Abu-Massad v. The Water Commissioner.
• (*)HCJ 2887/04 Abu-Madigam v. Israel Land Administration.
• (*) PCA 3094/11 Al-Qi'an v. State of Israel.
• (*) CA 218/74 Al-Huashela v. State of Israel.
• State of Israel, Regularization of Bedouin Communities in Israel, Summary of

the Public Hearing on the Draft Law and recommendations for policy and for
amendments to the Draft Presented to the Cabinet by Ze'ev B. Begin (January
23, 2013).

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 (12:00-13:30) (2 academic hours) 
Integrating the Ultra-Orthodox Community into the Israeli Society and Economy 

Guest speaker: Dr. Gilad Malach, Israel Democracy Institute 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 (14:00-17:30) (4 academic hours) 
The Right to Equality and the Military Draft Deferment for Ultra-Orthodox Jews 

• (*) HCJ 910/86 Ressler v. Minister of Defence 42(2) P.D. 441.
• (*)HCJ 3267/97 Rubinstein v. Minister of Defence 52(5) P.D. 481.
• HCJ 4124/00 Ornan Yekutieli v. The Minister of Religious Affairs (2014).
• (*) HCJ 6298/07 Ressler v. Minister of Defense (2012).

• Yedidia Stern, Religion, State and the Jewish Identity Crisis in Israel
(Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institute, 2017).

• Ruth Levush, "Israel: High Court Strikes Down Draft Exemption for Ultra-
Orthodox" Library of Congress: Global Legal Monitor (Sept. 25, 2017)
available online: http://www.loc.gov/law/foreign-news/article/israel-high-
court-strikes-down-draft-exemption-for-ultra-orthodox/

Wednesday, May 22, 2019 (10:00-11:30) (2 academic hours) 

The Protection of Minority Rights and the Integration of Ethiopians in Israel 

Guest speaker: Fentahun Assefa-Dawit, Executive Director of Tebeka: Legal Aid 
Organization for Ethiopian-Israelis 

Thursday, May 23, 2019 

FINAL EXAM (10:30-14:30) 



MISHPATIM 2018 FEEDBACK 

Dear Sponsor/Donor, 

I write this letter having nearly completed my international law studies within the Israel seminar 

“Mishpatim” program offered via the University of Manitoba to myself, and several other University of 

Calgary Law Students.  What an experience! 

Being able to come to Israel, a Middle Eastern part of the world entirely foreign to me, and to learn 

about the culture, politics, mentality and courage of such an impossible state, has been a life changing 

experience.  I have been awed by the perseverance of the Jewish peoples throughout history to survive, 

the tolerance of the Jewish peoples to accept extreme diversity, even within their own religious identity, 

and to challenge the status quo in order to continually achieve a higher political, economic, and 

humanitarian status for themselves.   

During the delivery of the course materials, I greatly respected the ability of our professors and guest 

lecturers to openly discuss the issues within which they felt Israel had both acted admirably, and the 

issues within which they felt Israel could improve, and appreciated their belief in their country’s ability 

to improve and become a world leader in spite of previous mistakes.  

I feel incredibly lucky to have had the opportunity to rub shoulders with people that can only be 

described as optimistic, motivated, excited, and understanding.  When I return to Canada, I do so with 

new friends, a new perspective, and new tools to assist me in better understanding all sides of a conflict, 

which I will make use of in my role as a future Canadian lawyer. 

I am forever changed by this experience.  Thank you so much for your sponsorship, without which I 

would not have been able to participate. 

Laura McPhee 

University of Calgary 

Faculty of Law 

2019 JD Candidate 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks and gratitude for permitting me to attend the 
Summer 2018 University of Manitoba-Hebrew University Israel Program. 

I particularly enjoyed the scope and breath of the program. It very well exposed the participants to the 
complexity of the legal, political and economic that beset this part of the world. 

I especially enjoyed the teaching of Professor Bryon Schwartz and Professor Daniel Ohana. Their grasp of 
the issues and their willingness to answer all questions made learning this area of law a pleasure. 

As such, I would ask that this letter be placed in their personnel file and be made a permanent record. 

Again, thank you for allowing me to participate in this program. 

Kenneth W. Heider, Attorney-at-Law 



To whom it may concern, 

I would like to thank those who donated to the 2018 Israel and International law program. The 

experience has been an extraordinary opportunity to experience Israel as a student, and a visitor to 

Jerusalem. The course, I felt, was well rounded and gave a succinct overview of the Israeli political 

climate, as well as the culture of the people living here.  

Again, I would like to extend my sincere gratitude, my experience would not be possible without the 

donor’s contributions. 

Katherine Olson 

To whom it may concern, 

I am writing to express my sincere thanks to the donors of the Mishpatim program. I have learned a 

great deal both in and out of the classroom and this is an experience I will never forget. 

With sincere gratitude and appreciation, 

Kristin McDonald 

Dear supporters of the 2018 Israel and international law program, 

Thank you from the opportunity to learn abroad. This experience has been truly unique and enriched 

not only my professional life but my personal life too. Having had the opportunity to live in a Israel 

rather than just visiting allowed me to experience the culture and way of life first hand. Rather than just 

learning about the law, I was able to experience it and see how Israelis contextualize the law. This 

experience was truly invaluable. Thank you again 

Pamneet Brar 

Dear Supporters of the 2018 Israel and International Law Program, 

Thank you for the opportunity to study in one of the premier universities in Israel and enabling me to 

experience such a rich and diverse culture and country as Israel.  

I enrolled in the program with little knowledge of the Israeli legal system and could not have asked for a 

better environment to learn and enrich my legal education. I have always believed that legal systems do 

not exist in a vacuum and that comparative studies are critical to a better understanding of our own 

legal traditions. This program afforded me the invaluable opportunity to compare Canadian and Israeli 

legal systems and to also understand the context and cultural underpinnings that led to the 

establishment of the Israeli state and its legal system.  

More than the legal education that I received, this program was special because I was able to experience 

the culture and people of Israel and develop a personal connection with this country. I am so thankful 

that I was able to experience such a culturally vibrant country.  



Thank you very much for this opportunity. 

Sincerely,  

Sally Han 

Thank you for your generous contributions to the Mishpatim International Law Program in Israel. I am so 

grateful for your generosity and selflessness, as it has allowed me explore the country of Israel and gain 

a deeper understanding of international law and the Israeli legal system. This opportunity has been a 

once in a lifetime experience and has been the highlight of my first year of law school.  

Again, without your generous contributions, this program would not have been possible, so thank you! 

Sincerely,  

Lauren Yusim 

Robson Hall Class of 2020 

Dear supporters of the 2018 Israel International Law Program, 

Thank you for your support of this program. It has been an excellent opportunity for everyone who 

participated.  

I have learned so much here about not only the Israeli legal system, but also of the beautiful country of 

Israel and its people. I have been on a few exchange programs before, but this one stands out as the 

most valuable, both in terms of the depth and importance of the material covered.  

Warm regards, 

Catherine Rogers 

Dear supporters of the 2018 Hebrew international law program, 

Thank you for your support and generous donations which made this program possible. 

I had the unique opportunity to learn about a complex country during a time of conflict. This greatly 

increased my interest in international law and politics.  

I feel without this program I would not have been interested in learning about Israeli law in a law or 

international law in so far is in relates to Israel. 

I also was privileged to learn from the multiple guest speakers first hand and from an Israeli point of 

view how Israeli law interacts with Jewish law and cultural standards here in Israel.   

Apart from academic experience, this program provides invaluable personal experience as I learned how 

to better navigate a foreign country and adapt to different cultural standards and language barriers.  



Again, I am so grateful and thankful to the sponsors of the program, as it has provided a unique and 

unforgettable learning and personal experience.  

Regards, 

Caroline Tess 

To the generous families that made this program affordable for many, 

I would like to say that myself as well as my peers are all very thankful for your generous contribution to 

our studies. I know for many, the contribution of donor families is what made this program possible and 

allowed many people, including myself, to see a part of the world which they likely would have never 

seen and learned material that would otherwise have remained completely foreign.  

On top of getting ahead for my second year of law school, this program has been one of, if not the most 

interesting experience of my life and I have made memories that will last for a lifetime. Thank you very 

much for your contribution to this program, it is appreciated by many. 

Andrew Derwin 

To whom it may concern, 

Thank you for the donations to this program. The program has been an amazing experience that I will 

never forget, and I know that every student involved is so grateful for your donations. The course has 

been a great way to learn the history of Israel, both culturally and politically. It has been an eye opening 

experience, on that has allowed myself to understand the current issues that Israel and it's citizens are 

facing today.  

This program has been the highlight of my first year of law school and will undoubtably be the highlight 

of my whole law school experience.  The day trips that the school has taken our class on to the Knesset, 

Supreme Court, Holocaust Museum, Masada and the Dead Sea are ones that I will never forget.  

Sincerely,  

India Saxberg 

Robson Hall, Class of 2020 

Dear Donor, 

I want to sincerely thank you for contributing to the Mishpatim program, and thereby enabling me - and 

many other students - to study law in Jerusalem.  

The Mishpatim program is a true "eye-opener," in which students learn about the Middle-East in the 

only true way, i.e. by "boots on the ground." 



Thanks again.  

Sincerely,  

Andrew P. Weber 

Dear supporters of the 2018 Israel and International Law Program, 

Thank you all so much for this opportunity to come to Israel and engage in the legal studies exchange 

program here at Hebrew University. I had always maintained a desire to come to Israel and learn more 

about the region, but I doubt I would have ever had the chance to do so or would have followed through 

with it had it not been for this program. 

My time here was memorable for the valuable time spent with classmates and making new friends, as 

well as experiencing all that Israel has to offer - Jerusalem's history, the Dead Sea natural landscapes, 

and Tel Aviv nightlife were all unbelievable. It was also significantly valuable for how we were able to 

gain a better appreciation of the issues on the ground.  

Again, thanks for supporting our time here - my classmates and I all appreciate it and could not have had 

this opportunity without your support. 

!תודה

Pio Araneta 

Dear Supporters of the 2018 Israel and International Law Program, 

Thank you for the support of this program. Studying in Israel has been a remarkable cultural and 

academic experience. This program did a fantastic job of giving context to important international law 

conflicts while delivering a broad survey of different academic opinions. As a student interested in 

International Law, being able to listen to multiple Israeli guest speakers that are experts in Israeli 

international relations and legal studies shaped my understanding of very complex issues. Academics 

aside, the exchange program was a fantastic exposure to the culture we were studying. Being immersed 

in Israeli culture made the experience more profound and absolutely contributed to my overall 

understanding of the course. The option to travel around Israel on our days off was my favourite non-

academic experience.  

This experience would not have been possible for me without your support. Thank you. 

Alana Hannaford 

Dear Supporters of the 2018 Israel and International Law Program, 

My time in Israel has been a whirlwind learning experience. It's been incredible to learn so much and so 

quickly about Israeli law and society and to see in person the actual different people of Israel and how 

the law interacts with them. 



I've never been exposed to a world where religion was so inherent in every aspect of society and law so I 

have definitely learned a lot more about this world. It was also very interesting that our time here 

aligned with the US embassy move from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem and be in the same city as it happened to 

feel the atmosphere and discuss how tightly connected law and politics are. Additionally, I've also found 

it interesting to learn of the mandatory military service except for certain groups like the Haredim and 

how the service helps to shape Israeli culture and society. 

Although the visit was very sad, I think it was very important that we visited the Holocaust museum. My 

favourite part was visiting the Dead Sea because it was an incredible experience and a goal that I've had 

since I was in elementary school. 

Thank you so much for this opportunity that I otherwise would not have been able to have. 

Sincerely, 

Victoria Truong 

Dear supporters of the 2018 Israel and International Law Program, 

Thank you so much for making this program possible. This experience has been incredibly fulfilling and 

would not have been possible without your generosity. An opportunity to study in a country such as 

Israel is truly priceless and with undoubtedly have a lasting and profound impact on my development as 

an individual and as a lawyer. Being exposed to the legal system of another country helps us gain 

perspective and approach future problems in a different light. In addition, the ability to learn from 

exceptional educators and guest lecturers made this experience very surreal from an educational 

perspective.  

Sincerely, 

Adam Vander Linden 

Dear supporters of the 2018 Israel and International Law program, 

Thank you so much for your generous support of the Israel and International Law program, which has 

given me so much this summer. When I did my Taglit-Birthright trip last summer, I fell in love with the 

country and when I learned about the opportunity to take a class on Israeli law at the Hebrew University 

of Jerusalem, I was incredibly excited to seize the opportunity to return to Israel and learn about its legal 

system. In class, we students exposed to compelling topics by professors and guest speakers whose 

lectures have given me incredibly valuable insight into the situation on the ground with respect to Israeli 

economy, politics, society, culture and international relations. Without this program, I never would have 

been given the opportunity to visit and learn about such landmarks as the Knesset or the Israeli 

Supreme Court or lesser known knowledge hubs like the tech startup incubator we visited in East 

Jerusalem. What I have learned in the past three weeks has contributed greatly to my identity as a 

young Canadian Jewish person and I am also sure that what I have learned will impact my practice as a 

lawyer. As a student at McGill University, where students study both common law and civil law, it is 

especially interesting to learn about another mixed jurisdiction. Thank so much for supporting this 

program and helping expose students to everything it has to offer. 



Best, 

Sophie Doyle 

Dear Supporters of the 2018 Israel and International Law program, 

Thank you very much for your support of this program. I was honoured to have been a part of it. My 

perspective on issues surrounding Israel and Palestine and its neighbours has been broadened, and I 

have learned a lot about internal issues and the law in Israel.  

My favourite lectures were those discussing Ultra-Orthodox Jews (such as by Gilid Malach) and I will be 

looking further into other issues discussing such as counter-terrorism as my interest was sparked. The 

field trips were also amazing- the chance to go to Masada and the Dead Sea was an amazing moment for 

me that I will never forget. 

I hope to use this course in my future career whether I work in corporate law with people of different 

backgrounds or if I am a human rights lawyer or work in public law. 

I cannot thank you enough for your support. This has been a life-changing experience for me and I am 

very thankful for these 3 weeks of learning. 

Best regards, 

Colleen Bonnyman 

Dear Supporters of the 2018 Israel and International Law Program, 

My name is Laura Antymniuk. I was a participant in the 2018 exchange to Jerusalem, where we studied 

Israeli Law and Society. I wanted to express my gratitude for the subsidy provided to students, as it 

made this opportunity accessible to me. Without the subsidy, I am certain I would not have been able 

to afford to attend. My main interests are in Constitutional Law and Refugee law, and this course has 

solidified my commitment to practicing in these areas exponentially. I have seized every moment of my 

time in the Middle East, and have traveled throughout the country and beyond in order to gain an 

honest and holistic understanding of the Jewish Nation State. Thank you for all you have done, and the

opportunity you provided me and my peers. I hope you continue this program in the years to come, 
so others such as myself can experience Israel for all it has to offer.  

Best Regards,  
Laura Antymniuk 



Dear supporters of the 2018 Israel and international law program, 

Thank you for your contribution to our tuition for the Mishpatim program. This course has been more 

than just a valuable academic experience; it has been a unique dive into Israeli culture. By attending 

classes and various guest lectures, taking field trips to the Knesset and Supreme Court, touring the 

various start-ups in Tel Aviv, and spending free time visiting national historic sites and museums, I have 

gleaned more than I ever expected upon arriving in Jerusalem.  

This program offers a unique perspective of the various complexities facing Israel and its neighbours. 

The more I learn, the stronger the realization becomes that the political and legal problems facing Israel 

cannot be solved simply, must be assessed critically, and viewed from every different angle.  

I look forward to applying what I have learned throughout this course to the rest of my legal education. 

Thank you again for your generous support. 

Sincerely, 

Cassidy Newfield 

Thank you for all the support you provided so that I can attend the international law exchange program 

with Israel possible. I had never had the opportunity to visit Israel, but my grandparents and sister had, 

speaking very highly of their experiences and recommending I take this opportunity to do so. They were 

correct in their predictions that it would be an incredible experience for me.  

I had a basic understanding of some of the international, security, and legal issues facing Israel due to 

having studied the country during my undergrad. This class has been a far greater exploration of the 

topic and I have learned a great deal. I was tremendously interested in the topic and I am grateful to 

have had the opportunity to meet with some incredible people who shared their knowledge and 

personal experiences of these issues. I will never forget what I have learned and seen here.  

Besides my education, having been staying in Jerusalem during this particular time in history has been 

fascinating. I will be highly recommending next year law students attend this for the tremendous 

opportunity it was presented regardless of any possible tension that may exist in this city and country. 

This has been an unforgettable experience I am so grateful I got to experience.  

Thank you very much for your assistance and generosity, 

Trevor Sicotte 



Dear Supporters of the Mishpatim Program, 

I would like to send my sincere thanks and gratitude for your support of the Mishpatim Program. 

Without your generous donation I would not have been able to have participated in such an amazing 

program.  

I chose to participate in this cultural exchange through the University of Manitoba Law Faculty and the 

Hebrew University of Jerusalem to learn more about Israeli culture and society. Through participating in 

a past exchange in Iceland I knew that actually living in a country and learning through their universities 

is the best way to get a first-hand understanding. These past three weeks have been a wonderful 

experience that enabled me to not only learn through engaging lectures and guest speakers, but to also 

explore Israel on my own.  

I would not have had the opportunity without your generous support. 

Sincerely, 

Meghan Payment 

Hello, 

My name is Julian Dobre. I’m a law student from the University of Calgary doing the UManitoba program 

at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. The program was enlightening in so many ways. Learning about 

Israeli law, Israel as a startup nation, and the conflict in Palestine has been the chance of a lifetime. In 

particular, we got to see the issues specific to Israel through a very nuanced lens. The most important 

lesson I learned from my exchange is that the conflict in this part of the world is not as black-and-white 

as I was lead to believe. It’s not too easy to say anymore that “I’m pro-Israel,” or “I’m pro-Palestine.” In 

truth, it is far more complicated than that - the truth is somewhere in the middle. What is important is 

to have accurate information and to approach this conflict without bias. This program did a great job of 

fostering an environment where such analysis is possible. 

I came into this program expecting a pro-Israeli narrative. In reality, the information was presented in a 

way that often made Israeli look less-than-fortunate: with criticism, optimism for the future, and 

oftentimes regret. They did a great job of presenting us the information and letting us come to our own 

conclusions.  

The program struck a great balance between lectures, guest speakers, and field trips. Half of my time 

here was in a classroom; the other half was exploring the country. My long weekends were spent 

traveling to all the major cities and landmarks, including Haifa, Tel Aviv, the Dead Sea, and to the major 

Jordanian sites, like Amman, Petra, and a jeep tour through Wadi Rum. My lifelong dream of seeing the 

dessert has been fulfilled! 

I appreciate the chance to visit a part of the world that I would likely never have the chance to see on 

my own. The program is very enlightening and I shall be recommending it to everyone I can.  

I thank you for the support you have given me, 

Julian 



I want to thank each one of you for making the Israel and International Law course possible for students 

to participate in. This opportunity has allowed me to travel to Israel for the first time, and opened my 

eyes to the rich heritage and beautiful country, as well as giving me an opportunity to study a topic that I 

otherwise would not have had the means to study. The Mishpatim program has been a wonderful 

experience, allowing us to learn outside the classroom through guest lectures, tours of the Knesset and 

Supreme Court, and site visits to the Dead Sea and the Masada.  

This course has given us the opportunity to experience not only a new culture, but to also learn in a new 

environment from individuals with different perspectives on a vast array of topics. The guest lecturers 

offered various viewpoints allowing us to critically analyze various situations and difficult topics that 

were presented in appropriate manners. Overall, this has been an incredible and unforgettable 

experience that I would not have been able to enjoy had it not been for your continued support. I truly 

hope this opportunity continues to be available to students in the future as this is a personal highlight of 

my legal education. 

Best Regards, 

Katharyn Burczynski 

Dear Supporters of 2018 Israel and International Program, 

Thank you for your generosity and support.  This experience was not possible without your kind gesture.  

I really appreciate the opportunity to be a part of this program.  It helped me to expand my horizon and 

opened my eyes about Jewish culture and Judaism.  I also gained more perspectives and understanding 

about the Israeli and Palestinian conflicts.  This experience is invaluable to me.  

Ivy Yang  

Dear supporters of the 2018 Israel International Law Program, 

Thank you for your generous contribution that allowed me and so many of my classmates to experience 

the program and all that it has to offer. Learning about Israeli society and its legal system firsthand, 

rather than simply reading about it in a textbook at home has made for an incredibly enriching few 

weeks here in Israel. It is so important for law students to be exposed to the legal system of more than 

just their home country, as it delivers an expanded  view of the law’s intricacies and allows for a greater 

appreciation of the current legal system and the history behind it. Additionally, learning about Israel’s 

societal structure has allowed me to draw the connection between society and how greatly it can shape 

the law.  



Aside from the course itself, studying in Israel has allowed me to visit an incredible country that I likely 

would have not traveled to otherwise. Experiencing Israel’s wonderful food, culture, and scenery with 

my friends and classmates is something I will never forget, and will be eternally grateful for.  

Sincerely, 

Danelle Rougeau Suchy 

Dear donors: 

I would like to express my sincere gratitude for the financial support you have provided, without which I 

wouldn't have been able to attend the Mishpatim program at Hebrew University here in Jerusalem. 

Throughout the course of the program, I've been fascinated with how complex Israeli law and society is.  

The introduction we've been given to these issues has fostered a curiosity and I intend to keep learning 

more about the country/region.  

The field trips were a great way to see different aspects of Israeli society and enjoy the beautiful country 

as well. A highlight for me was meeting Justice Ednaki Sebhat Haimowitz. She is an inspiring woman.  

Thank-you again for your generous donations. 

With gratitude, 

Omelia Tedesco-White 

I would like to extend my sincere thanks for your generous support in enabling myself and my 

classmates the opportunity to study abroad in Israel. It has been an unparalleled experience to be given 

the chance to explore Israel in the context of this course while learning about the complexities of the 

Israeli legal system and the broader contentious issues of which I had little understanding prior to this 

course. I feel that I am now leaving with a more robust understanding of the current legal and political 

concerns in Israel.  

In my time in Israel I was able to explore Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Haifa, and Eilat, along with the Dead Sea 

and Masada which are personal highlights. I recognize that none of this would have been possible 

without the support and contribution of the donors. I believe this program is a great opportunity and 

experience for law students and I hope that future years of Robson Hall students will have the chance 

that I did to travel and experience Israel.  

Best, 

Danielle Fulford 

Dear Supporters of the 2018 Israel Program, 

Thank you so much for your generous support of this wonderful program. Without your contribution I 

would not have been able to attend the Israel exchange program. This experience has been an amazing 

one and I have learned so much in my time in Israel. I have also had the opportunity to travel while in 

Israel and learn about this unique place. Being immersed in the Israeli culture has been the best way to 



learn about it and living abroad for these last few weeks has been incredible and eye opening to what it 

is like in Israel.  

This program has offered so much to the students enrolled in it. From engaging guest speakers to field 

trips, I feel that I got exposed to so much over the course of the program. My favourite parts were our 

trip to the Dead Sea and visiting the Knesset. I have gained more of an interest in international law 

because of this course and will continue to explore this area of the law. The guest speakers also taught 

me so much and I enjoyed hearing about their experiences. While being in Israel I’ve also had the 

opportunity to explore on my own and see more of the country, travelling in Israel has been a great 

experience that I wouldn’t have had without your support of the program.  

This exchange program is an amazing one and thank you so much for your support. Without it myself 

and many of my classmates would not have been able to participate in this exchange.  

Sincerely, 

Shaylan Cottick 

Dear supporters of the 2018 Israel and International Law Program, 

Thank you very much for supporting the 2018 Israel and International Law Program. Your support has 

enabled me and many other students to take advantage of this wonderful program. I personally have 

always wanted to visit Israel and this program offered a very enriching opportunity to come to Israel and 

learn about the legal achievements, issues and challenges faced by the State of Israel. I especially 

enjoyed learning about the legal issues relating to the Israel-Arab conflict as well as the religious and 

ethnic diversity of Israel. Learning about how Jewish law has affected Israeli law was also a very interest 

topic featured in the course. This program has also allowed me to visit several different sites and 

locations within Israel which I have found immeasurably valuable. 

Thank you very much again for your support. This program has been an amazing experience for me, one 

that I will forever remember. As I continue my legal education, I have no doubts that this program will 

serve to broaden my understanding of the law and different legal issues faced around the world. Thank 

you very much for your generosity. 

Sincerely, 

Paul Reimer 

Dear Supporter of the 2018 Israel and International Law Program, 

Thank you for your contribution to the program. Without your generosity I could not have afforded the 

incredible experience that the course has provided me. I come from relatively humble means and when I 

heard of your donation the trip became a realistic possibility for myself.  

The course has been eye opening and has provided me with valuable insight into a different culture. The 

country of Israel from Haifa to Eilat gave to me countless experiences, that I shall not soon forget. The 

physical beauty of Israel was rivaled only by the beauty of the people.  

I believe the experience I have gathered through the course materials and extracurricular activities will 

stick with me through my future endeavours. Seeing how different cultures live and strive presented me 

with valuable contrasts to the Canadian way of life, which was all I had ever really known. Better 



understanding how others live helps me to better understand human interaction both home and 

abroad. 

Thank you again for making this opportunity a reality for me. 

Sincerely, 

Bradley Erratt. 

Dear Supporters of the 2018 Israel and International Law Program, 

Thank you for your support. Prior to my participation in the program, I had very little exposure to Israel’s 

history and the issues it presently faces. Theoretical concepts of international conflict and social policy 

became much more tangible during the experiential parts of the program. The comparative aspect of 

the curriculum has provided me with a deeper understanding and appreciation of the Canadian legal 

system. 

It would have been considerably more difficult for me to have such a significant life experience without 

your support. The program has provided my legal education with a valuable new perspective. 

Sincerely, 

Dale Beynon 

University of Manitoba 

Dear supporters of the 2018 Israel and International law program, 

I would like to extend my deepest gratitude for your support in providing students like myself the 

opportunity to attend the program in Israel.  

This program has allowed me to learn so much about the world and in particular the country of Israel. 

The lessons learned from this experience will have a lasting effect on how I view the world.   

Regards, 

Jarrod Sundmark 

Hello, 

My name is Kellie Stashko and I participated in the University of Manitoba-Mishpatim course this May. I 
absolutely loved the experience and truly feel as though I learned something valuable throughout this 
experience. It really opened my eyes and has given me a greater understanding of the world at large.  

I would like to extend a huge thank you to all those responsible in ensuring that this was an opportunity 
available to me. I appreciate it very much and this program was one of the best experiences of my life. I 
certainly will recommend this program to my fellow incoming law students at the University of 
Manitoba.  

Thank you very much, 

Kellie Stashko 



Dear Supporters of the 2018 Israel and International Law Program, 

Thank you for your support of the 2018 Israel and International Law Program. I am very appreciative to 
have had the opportunity to participate in the program this year. My participation would not have been 
possible, had the financial burden of attending an international program not been lessened as a result of 
your generous support. 

Through the program, I have had the opportunity to expand my knowledge of how the state of Israel 
functions, the role that Israel play internationally, and of the challenges faced by start-up businesses. 

Further, I have gained an increased interest in Comparative Law, and hope to further this interest by 
enrolling in the Comparative Law course that is offered at the University of Manitoba at some point 
within my degree. This interest was sparked due to gaining an increased understanding of the logic 
underlying the operation of Canada’s legislative and judicial system through comparison to Israel's 
system.  
The perspective provided on Israel’s system has highlighted the importance of being able to 
critically analyze both our own system, and others in the international arena. Through critical analysis of 
this manner, it is possible to acknowledge a system's strengths as well as areas and ways in which to 
improve. 

Thank you again for your support and making this opportunity possible. 

Best regards, 

Nicole Graham 
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